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THE INDUS VALLEY IN THE VEDIC PERIOD, 


1. RIGVEDIC. PERIOD. 

The archaeological diacoveriea at Harappa in the Punjab and at Mohen*jo- 
Daro in Sind Iiave pushed back the monumental history of India from the third 
century B.C. to at least the bcgiiming of the third millennium EX'. l>y one 
single stroke. A series of literary monuments, the Vedic SahiliitSB, the BrJEh- 
mapaa, and the SQtiaa, have long been known, the youngest in age among 
which is probably older than the third century B.C. But a wide divergence^ 
of opinion relating to the ago of these works and particularly of the Eigveda 
among scholars renders their use as sources of history unsafe. On the ground that 
in the Rigvcdic period the year began with the summer solstice a'hen the sun was 
in conjunction with the lunar mansion Phalgim!, Tilak and Jacobi assigned that 
work to 4,000 B.C,; while oihei-s, having regard to the extraordinary similarities 
of the A vesta n and Vedic languages and the probability that the A vesta is 
not very ancient, place it nearly three thousand years later (about 1>200 B.C,). 
But it may now' be hoped that archftiology will one day enable students 
to fix the chronology of the Vedic literature w'ith greater degree of certainty. 
To facilitate the co-ordination of the data of Archaeology with literary evi¬ 
dences I propose to discuss in this paper some of the passages in the Vedic 
literature that throw light on the early history of the Indus valley, Muir*s 
Original Samkrit Texts and Macdonell and Keith's Vedic /adcr make such a 
discussion easier, 

A broad division between an earlier and a later phase may be distinguiahed 
in the Ve^c period, the former represented by the Rigveda SamhitA aitd the 
latter by the Yajur^^eda BamhitSs, the BrShmanas and the Sutras. Modern 
scholars also recognise different chronolcgical strata in the hymns of the Rigveda. 
Books (Maijdalas} H to known as the “family books/’ are the oldest. 

Next in order of time follow- Books I and VIII. Book X b the final addi¬ 
tion, a sort of auppleraent to the older compilation, and book IX is made 
up of Soma hymns extracted from the family books”. 

Rigvedic India comprises the territory watered by the mighty Indue with 
its western and eastern tributaries and the river Sarasvatl. The Jumna (TomunS) 
is mentioned thrice and the Googfi (Ganges) directly only once in the Eigveda. 
Though the term samudra occurs very often .in the sense of a terrestrial de- 
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2 THE INDUS VALLEY IN THE VEDlC FERIOB. 

pository of water it has been asserted that, “ Id tlie period of the Eigreda 
there 19 no clear sigu that thej' (the Aiyan trihcs) had yet reached the Ocean. 
No passage even renders it probable that sea navigation was known, 

The word mmudra, which in later times undoubtedly means ‘ Ocean/ occurs 
not rarely; but where the application is terrestrial, there sepms no strong 
reason to believe that it means more than the stream of the Indus in its lower 
course, after it has receive! the waters of the Punjab*’.' In the Vedic Index 
the same authority subscribes to the opposite view. The authors of the Vedic 
Index write:— 

' In other passages he (Zimmer) thmks that samndra denotes the river 
Indus when it received all its Punjab tributaries. It is probable that this 
is to ebruumseribe too narrowly the Vedic knowledge of the ocean, which was 
almost inevitable to people who knew the Indus. There are references to the 
treasures of the ocean, perhaps pearls or the gains of trade, and the story 
of Bhujj'u seems to allude to marine navigation.’ “ 

After the discoveries at Haiappa and Mohcn-jo-Daio the controversy re¬ 
lating to the significance of the term samnilrn in the fiigveda must be con¬ 
sidered HS closed. On a dry bed of the Bavi or IriLvatl which under the name 
'Parushru plays a pruiumeut. part in the history of the Rigvedic period lie the 
ruins of Haiappa that have yielded seals with pictograms, painted pottery, 
conch shell objects and Other antiquities assigned to about 3,000 B.C. on Sumer¬ 
ian analogy. About 400 miles to the south of Harappa, on a dry bed of 
the Indus at Mohen-jo-Daro near Dokri in the Larkana District in Sind have 
been found in larger number seals and other antiquities of exactly the same 
types. It is undenialile that the people around Harappa were in touch with 
the people of ilohen-jo-Daro when these seals were engraved and the painted 
pottery manufactured, and that the users of the conch shell objects knew 
the sea. Nothing as yet discovered affords any indication that the builders 

of the pie-historic cities at Harappa and Mohen-jo-Daro were akin to the 

Rigvedic Aryas.* On the other hand the civilisation of those builders appears 
to be of a non-V'edic type. It is quite possible that the Eishis or priest- 
poets who composed the hymns of the Rigveda derived their information about 
the sea from these older inliabitants of the southern Punjab, But such a hy¬ 
pothesis is open to one serious objection. It may be argued that the Rigvedic 

Ary as reached the lower course of the Parushni long after the disappearance 

of the folk that built the ancient city of Harappa and when that city was 
already in ruins. AVe should now inquire how far such an aasmnption is 
justified by the hjiims; whether the hymns contain any evidence to show that 
the Rigvedic .ikryas came in contact, with an older civilisation in the Indus 
valley. __ ’ __ 

» Prut A, B. EcUti ill Tki C«n»6fWje iliMor]) of Jnrfw. VoL 1, p. 7B- 

’ linQilDnrll ftud Keitb, Vtdk, iVanui Qnd 1912} p. 

■ Initcod ai tuing the vaty ajiablguoiij tcro ” Aryan ”* I Bhull dcflignAtc th-p folk who wpogoiiwl liafiifft 

A* ths obirf god MB “ In R- V* I. ISO, 8 thej Mt? fiplemd t* u yaj^manarn^ryam, Arjn wonhippm.’* 
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The Yadus and the Turvasas are two of the w’arrior tribes often mentioned 
in the hymns of the Rig^edo. in one sterna that occurs twice in the Samhitii 
{6j 20, 12=l,174j9) it is said that India safely brought Turvasa and Ttadu oyer 
the &(tmvdra (sea). This legend may or may not be baaed on genuine tradition 
relating to the migration of the two warrior tribes from beyond the sea, that 
is to sav, the Arabian Sea, but it may be safely stated that this unique stama, 
the only one in the entire collection that clearly refers to immigration, shows 
that in the early Rigvedic period when the hymns of Book \ 1 w'cie composed, 
among the orthodo^r worshippers of Indra in the Punjab moat of whose ancea- 
tors evidently hailed from the North-west, the Yadus and Turyaaas were believed 
to be deseendantfl of immigrants from the south. There might or might not 
have been any basis of fact underneatli this beUef; but ita existence indicatca 
that the region south of the Punjab was recognised as a home of civiUsation 
that could send emigrants worthy of being admitted to the Arya community. 

Many of the stoiuias of the Eigveda contain refeieneca to Pura and Pur 
both of which terms mean nagura, ‘ town/ in classical Sanskrit. In one stanza 
(7, 16, 4) an extensive (^uIoMuji) Pur made of copper or iron (ayns) is referred 
to! In another stanza (1,59,8) prayer is offered to to protect the worship¬ 

per with Purs of oyos. In such passages uyns is evidently used in a 
metaphorical sense to denote strength. Sushna, a demon, is said to have a 
moveable {charish^va) Pura (8,128). In the Rigveda Pura is much oftener 
connected with the enemies of the Aryas than with the Arya Bishis and war¬ 
riors. IVo of the famous Rigvedic kings, Divodasa, the chief of the Bharatea, 
and Purukutsa, the chief of the Purus, are found engaged in war with hostile 
owners of Puras. DivodSsa was the son of Vadliryasva and grandfather of the 
more famous Sudas who defeated a confederacy of ten tribes including the 
Yadus, Turvasas and Purus on the western bank of the Parnshni (Ravi), It 
is said (4, 30, 20) that India overthrew* a hundred Puras made of stone 
(fflSmanniayf) fw his wotshipper Divodasa, The Puras that Indra overthiew 
for Divodasa evidently belonged to Sambara who is called a Dasa (non-Arya 
or demon) of the mountain (6, 36, 5). In one stensa (9, 61, 2), among the 
enemies of DivodSsa are mentioned the Yadu (the Chief of the Yadus) and 
Turvafia (the chief of the Tuivasas) with Sambara. The greatest feat that 
Indra performed on behalf of Purukutsa, the chief of the Purus, is thus de¬ 
scribed in a stanza (G, 20, 10), “ Alay we, 0 Indra, gain new (wealth) through 
youi favour; the Purus worship thee with this hymm and sacrifices. You 
destroyed the Beven autumnal (Jdrodi) Puras with thunder w'eapou, slew Dfisas 
and gave wealth to Purukutsa.” The epithet Samdi, usually translated as 
‘ autumnal,’ is explained by Say ana in difierent ways. In hie commentary on 
the above stanza he explains the term iaradi as ' belouging to a demon 
named Sarat.* But in other places (1, 131. 4 etc.) he explama it as * annual 
Puxas of the enemies strengthened for a year with ramparts, ditches, etc.’ The 
authors of the Vedic Index arc of opinion that idradl or autumnal Puras *may 
refer to the forts in that season being occupied against Ar> a attacks or against 
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inundations caused by ovexflowing nverB\ The same cxpbit performed by 
Tndra on behalf of the chief of the Puius i? also refened to in ceitam other 

fft 1 

Jlodan scholuB intopiBt the term Pul ui Puia M a tempoEBly pkce of 

refuce. The authors of the Vedic Index write:— 

‘It woiUd probably be a mistake to regard these forts (Pur) as perpoanently 
.occupied fortified placU like the forUesses of the mediteval b^ony. They were 

probBbly moro pUco. of «fu*« oguinBt otUok, lompotU of 1^*“^ 
lith poliKule. ood 0 ditch. PiBchd aud OddiKt, hou-ever, thmk that thwe 
a-oro to™ trith wooden walls and ditchea like the Indian town of Pataliputra 
known to Mcsasthenca and the Pali testa. This ia posable, but h^y sua- 
ccptible of proof, and it ia not without aigaiSconce that the wold fiagara is 

of late occurrence.’ 

The terns I^ur and Pura mean nejnra, ‘ citjV ’town, and not fort. Tlie 
Sanskrit equivalent of ‘tort' ia duryu which also occuia in the Rigveda (S, 
34 T 7 29, 2). In one atama (1. 41, 3) not noticed by the authors o£ the 
Ve’dio’Index Durga and Pnra occur ride by aide. SS)-aiio here take. Puiu 
as an epithet of Durga mcaiung ‘ neighbouriug.’ But if we con ohakc o« our 
bias tolating to the absence of towns in the Kigvedic period we can recognise 
in thia ataara references to both fort and town. The recovery of the ra^s 
of cities at Harappa ‘and Mohen-jo-Daro leaves no room for doubt that the 

Bigvedio -krvaa were familiar with towna and cities of aliens. It is futile to 

anv more histmica! elements in the legends of DivotUiaa and Purulmtsa 

than pihap. the names of those heroes. But II wo eUmnate the mjrtW 
and i™ilul additioDK there is no reason to doubt tho possibility of the nucleae. 
There existed and the folk mernor)- remembered that there once existed Art a 
worshippers of Indra who waged wars against civilized aboriginal neighiouis 
living in towns and fighting from within strong-holds. Who, then, were these 

aiJic, of the -vyas? Do the hymn, of the Rigveda give u. any more 

infoimatioa about, tbem ? irvna 

It appear, te me that the aboriginal towns-folk with whom the Ar os 

emne into . ollirim. in the Indus Valley are called Panic m the hymns oi all the 
books of the Rigveda. ysska (A’-ruto, 9, 27) in hts comment on Kjfive^ 8.^0 
eava ‘The iWs are mexchflntV bis comment ou R,\.10, 100, 1 (i\ 

11 be call® tbe Pania aemoua. The distinction between the human ami 

the superhuman Paiu is also recoguised by Sfiyaua. the authm- of the commen- 
Ury on the Rigveda, and the context justifies the distinction The word 
is evidently derived from papa, ‘price.’ Jhe human Pap is of the 
are' wealthy merchants who do not offer sacrifice and do not give gifts to 
priests. In R. V . i, 124, 10 the poet oddiesaing Dawn soys, Let the 
who do not perform sacrifice and do not give gifts sleep unwokened (for eve^ 
Another poet sings, ’Ye migh ty ones (Aavins) what do you do there> ^hy 

» Muir, Drijfjwl SaMtkrii TkO*, Vol. U tLonitoD. IS71 >. pp. 









THE INDUS valley IN THE VEDIC PERIOD* ^ 

.do you stay there among people who aie held m high offer* 

ing sacritices; ignore them, destroy the life of the Paijis (K, ^ * j ^ 
poet prays to Indra (1,33,3), ‘ Do not behave like Parii {tna Pa^hbhQ^^.), which 
according to the scholiast means, ‘ Do not demand the price of kme. Another 
poet, expecting a aoitaUe reward for his offering of Soma dimfc, addresses the 
same deity as Pani (8,45,14). The Soma^inker Indra does not like to ma- 
friends with the rich Pani who does not offer Soma aaeriffce (4,28,7). A poet prays 
(3 58 2) ‘ Defltrov in ns the mentality of the Pani ’ {jaretkam asmat viFatjeh 

Sometmie the Rishl (poet) betraj^ a concUiatory mood. In one 
hvmn (0.53) the god PQshan is repeatedly requested ‘ to soften the heart of 
the Pani* and make the Papia obedient. This hymn occurs in a book (0) of 
the Rigveda composed by Rishis of the family of Bharadvaja. In one h^n 
of this book (0,45,31-33) the poet, a Bharadvaja, praises Bnbu, a Paiji chie . 
for ttivinit thousands and a thousand liberal gifts. Indian tiaihtion long re¬ 
membered this acceptance of gifts by Bharadvaja from the Pani Bnbu as an 
oxceptibnal case, an example oi the special rule that a Brahman who Ims fallen 
into distress mav accept gifts from despicable men without being tamt^ by 
sin. We are told in the code of Manu (10, 107), ‘ BharadvSja. a performer 
of icreat austerities, accepted many cows from the oarpentcr Btibu, when he 
was starving together aith his sons in a lonely forest.' (Buhlet). Sayana m 
his commentary on R. V. 6,45,31 describes Bribu as the carpenter of the Popis. 

It is evident from the hj-mns of the Rigveda that the Aryas wore divided 
into two main classes, the priests and the warriors. Cattle hieeding appears 
to he the main source of their livelihood, cows being the chief wealth. Agri- 
cnlturc was practised to a limited extent. A hyniu (9.J 12) refers to the 
.different professions followed and the crafts practised by the Aryas. Trade 
finds no place in the Ust. So the conclusion that the much maligned Papis 
were the representatives of an earlier commercial civilisation seems irresistible. 
Among the antiquities unearthed at ilohen-jo-Daro are coins with picto^aphic 
leffenda that indicate the very early development of commercial life in the 
Indus Valley. The Panis proliably represented this pre-histonc civdiaition of the 
Indus Valley in its last phase when it came into contact with the invadmg 
Arva civilisation. During the second millennium B.C. there occurred in the 
Indus Valiev events analogous to those that occurred in the Aegean world 
at about the same time, that is to say. successive waves of invaders of Ar}'an 
soeech poured from the north-west. These invaders who in the Rigveda call 
themselves Arv'a met in the southern part of the valley a civilised people who 
lived in cities and castles and mainly depended on commerce for their liveli¬ 
hood The Ary a conquerors who were inferior in material culture cither dea- 
tjoved the cities or allowed them to fall into ruin. Their great god Indra 
i« called Puioha or Purandara. * aacker of cities.* Like the pre-historic civilisa¬ 
tion of the Aegean, the pre-Mstoric civilisation of the Indus Valley also failed 
to sursdve the shock of the Aryan invasion. 
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2, LATER VEDIC PERIOD. 

Theiatox VediiT period h represented by the latex ^'edic literature the 
original portions of the Vajurveda, the Brabn^as with the Aiaiiyakaa, the 
grauta and the Giihya Sutras and such subsidiarj' works as Yaska’s Nirukta, 

Saunaka’s Vrihaddevsta and PSijini’B grammar. A physical change of ^eat 

magnitude, the disappearance of the mighty Sarasvatl, the foremost of rivers 

( 7 i«dird«uf), in the sands of the desert happened at the imiial stage of 

this period. The fact is fiist noticed in the Fafichavimda (Tiindya) 

BrShmana (25, 10, I) where it is said that a peifonner of the SSiaavata 

Satras should be initiated at the VlnuHana or the place where the Sarasvati 
disappears in the desert. The disappearance of the great river must have 
forced manv of the tribes that dwelt on her and her tributaries to 

migrate eastward. This led to the rise of a great nation, the Kuiu-PanchJUas, 
on the Juirma and the Ganges, In the Brfihmana texts the inhabitants of 

the upper Indus Valley are called ‘ Udichyas,* northerners, as diatij^iahed from 
the KuTu-Pafichalas who are Prfichyas, * easternera, ^ Ihe northemeis re* 
tained their pre-eminence in Vedic culture even after the rise of the Kuru- 
PabchQlas. It is said in the Kaushitaki Biahmana 7, 6, Iherefore in the 

northern quaiter is speech uttered with morG discernment, and northwards men 
go to learn speech j he who comes thence, to him men hearken, so he used tO" 
say, for this was the quarter discerned by speech-' (Keith s translation). A 
story in the Satapatha lirahraana (11, 4, 1) tells us that a Kuiu-Pafichula 
Braiiman of the standing of the famous Utklfilaka Aruid sought instruction in 
ritual in the northern country. Asvapati of the Kekayas, a people of the 
north-west, is cited as an authority in the gatapatha Bxihmana 10, C, I 
(Chhindogya Upanishad 5, H, 4). But this pre-eminence of the northerners 
was not of long duration. There is clear evidence to show that moat of the 
Biiibiiiana texts were compiled in the home of the Kuru-Pafichalas. liVhen 

this people was engaged in developing the ^‘edic culture along the otthodo.x 
line, the west and the north-west began to diverge more and more from the old 
path. The normal form of government contemplated by the Vedic tests is 
monarchy limited by the power of the priesthood. According to the Taittiriya 
Sariihita of the Yajurveda (1, 8, 10) the following formulas have to be 
recited by the officiating priest at the consecration of the king:— 

‘ O ye gods that instigate the gods, do ye instigate him, descendant, of 
K. N., to freedom from foes, to great lacdahip, to great overlordsbip, to 
great rule over the people. 

1 Thi* difltinctlon Wtvwn tli*- northern nniJ countirtHi k rrcognlwd hy Piaifti <I,LI6 »n(i tbfr 

kHOogrtpher Aniirt- Accniditie to tlw kttor (4.0-7) th* GOtmtry to th? iwrth.wftst of iLo rivor ^rSrotl fi thf north- 
orn counlry (UtnnLyo) nnil tho coontry to tho Bouth-o-t of H» wire riverk the POBtem wuntty (Priohy*). The 
author DI lir Ko*iki oo Piqini l.l.TO <t'iotc» n wherein tlw mme rivw SirSvni » mmtA w iho bGttnd*t; 

line of tLcrcgwBB where iwodiflerent diolecU of the Snnokrit Inngunge floumhed. Tb« SorevaU ahould not he 
ooDfoBMl with the SuwMl for both the riven n«ned rid* rid* Ln the kxlcoo of Awmb, but »*>■ W Identi- 
fled eitlur with tb% GlivgghAr or Uko Cbjt»Dg- 
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' Thh ia youi king, O Bharataa; .Soma is the King of us Brahmans ^ 
(Keith's tjanslatioHj. 

Apastamba in his SiauU Sflira (18,1-2,7) suggests three aitermtives to the 
Bharatas, viz^, the Kurus, the Pafichalus and the Kwtu-Pafichalaa, the last being 
reminiscent of the time when the Kurus and the Pafichtilas happened to be 
united under one king. The following passage in the Aitareya BrShmava 
(8,14) shows that a dJSeient form of government obtained in the Indus Valley 

at the time of the compositbn of this passage 

‘ Therefore in the eastern quarter, whatever kings there ace ol the eastern 
peoples, they ore anointed for overlordship {samrajt/dyii); * O Overlord ’ (sonimt) 
they atyle them a-hen anointed in accordance with the action of the goda. 
+ ** * Therefore in this southern quarter whatever kings there are of 
the Satvanta, they arc anointed for paramount rule (Utojydya ); * O paramount 
luler' (bkoja). they style them * * * Therefore in the western 

quarter, 'whatever kings there are of the Nldtt/as (low-born) and the 
Ajfdchua-s ^ (illmannered ones), they are anointed for selfrule {svardji^i ); 
*0 self-ruler' (st'amO, they stjde them • ♦ * Therefore in the 

northern quarter, the lands of the tiitma Kurus and the Uttare -Madras, 
beyond the Hlmavant, they (kings) are anointed for sovereignly (Vairajyaya) , 
*6 Sovereign* ivirSt) they style them * * * Therefore in this firm 

middle established quarter, whatever kings there are of the Kuru-?a6chilla» 
>vith the Va^B and Usinaras, they are anointed for kingship {rdjyaya ); ‘ King ’ 


(raji) they style them when anointed.' 

Kingless 4ibc0 like the Malavas (Mailoi), Kshudr^as (Oxydrakai) and Kathaioi 
were also met with by Alexander the Great in the runjab. According to the 
ilahribharata (Book 8, section 4.5) the land of the live rivers was also known 
iis the country of the Arattas and the VfihikaB. It is evident from I’iipiui 
(4,2,117-118) that some of the- Vahika villages were situated in the land of 
the UslnaraS- It may therefore be concluded that the Usinaias w'ho were 
neighbours ol the Kuiu-Pafichalas lived in the Eastern Punjab. The presence 
in the Indus Valley of self-ruling tribes who are considered low-bom (*«<•%«#) 
and iil-ijuinnercd (opdcAyu^) by the orthodox could only be due to the influx of 
fresh hordes of alien inimigranta. These invaders are thus named by Baudhiiyana 


in his Siauta Sutra (IS, 13)^ 

‘ lie who viaitB the countries of the Arat^s or Gandharas or Sauviraa ot 

Karaskaias or Kaliiigas if he considers himself a simier should perform the 
Chatuahtoma.* 

The point is made clearer by the following passage of the Baudh5yana 
Dharmasutra (I, 1, 32-33); 

' The inhabitants of Anaxtta, of Anga, of Magadba, of Snurashtia, 
of the Deccan, of Upa'srit, of Sind, and the Sauvitas are of mixed origin. 

» ProL A- B- HciUi wboM translatidin oi tbo |M«*ga {s »bov» reudeiv 3ficliya* and ApScLyM Msoutbom 

and wOJteni peopliw. (Hurftrd Oncutnl Svie% Vol. 25, Si^neda ‘ p. 330), 1 follow SAyuA'i 

*Tid 
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He wlio liaa visited the (countries of thc)Ar&tWs, KaiaaJcjirrtS, Pimdraa, Sauvlias,- 
Vaftgas, Kaliiigas, (or) Pranujws shall offer a Punastoma or Sarvapriebthi." 
(Buhler'e tzanalatloii). 

We have already seen that the AratUs. also known as the Vjllukaa, lived 
in the land of the five rivers. The land of the GandhSiaa is now represented 
by Peshawar and the neighbouring districts of the North-West rrontier. The 
Sindhua are evidently the mhabitants of Sind. As the Sauviras are always 
mentioned with the Sindhua in the Sanskrit and Pali literature these two peoples 
must have been neighbours. The statement of the Baudhayana Dharmasutra 
that these people were of mixed origin and that sojourn among them was con- 
Bidered sinful explains why they are called Mchyas and Apaehyas by the 
author of the last book of the Aitareya BrahmaRa. Tribes settled in Eastern 
India like the Kalihgas, Magadhas, Angas. Vaiigas were originally probably of 
the some stock as the Gaodhiipag. Araiks, Karaskaras, Sindliua and Sauvlras 
with whom they are always grouped in the Sanskrit texts. The culture of 
the Arattas and the Sindhus of the Indus Valley is thus doBcribed in the 
Mahabhatata (Book 8, 44, 40-46) 

‘The land through which the five rivets after issuing from the mountains 
pass is called Aratta; virtuous men should not spend there more than two 
days. There are two PisAchas called \ilha and Hika in the \ipasa (JBeus). 
The Vahikas are thrir offapring. They hove not been created by Prajapati j 
being tow-born, how can they know the rules of piety prescribed in the sacred 
books? One should avoid the Karaskarafl, iJahisakaa, KaUugas, Keralas, Har¬ 
kovas and Virakae who follow the path of vice... . The Vahikas dwell 

in the Aratta country; and the low Brahmaun of that counm^, who have 
been living there from the time of PrajSpati, do not either study Veda or 
perform sacrifice. The gods do not eat food offered by these wicked Vrutyas. 
The Praathalas, Madras, GandhJlras, Arattas, Khasas, Vasatis, Sindhua and Sau- 
viraa ale mostly wicked. 

This and similar other passages in the MahabhSrats, Book 8, are in 
agreement with the indirect testimony of the Aitareya BrShiuana and the 
Siitras of Baudbayana relating to the manners and customs of the inhabitants 
of the Punjab and Sind. As the Aryas destroyed the great fabric of the pre¬ 
historic clvUisatjon of the Panis of the Indus VaUey, later immigrants all 
but overthrew the Arys culture in turn in the same region and the modem 
Hinduism of the Punjab and feind still bears a deep heterodox stamp as com- 
pared to the Hinduism of the modem representatives of the ancient Kuru- 
Panchalas in the Delhi and the Agra provinces. 

3, DISPOSAL OF THE DEAD. 

The contact of different types of culture in the Indu.s Valley resulting from 
the successive waves of immigration could not but influence even the triumphant 
Arya or Vcdic culture. This is perhaps best examplified by the funeral customs 
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of the Vcdic people. The^ey or v»ys b which the Vedic Aryes disposed ol 
their dead ia first referred to in the funeral hymns of the Ri^veda (10» 16-18) 
most of the stanzas of which also recur in the Atharvaveda, Book 18, and 
the Taittiriya Arajjyaka, Chapter 6. In one stanza of the Rigvcda (10, 16, 14) 
fathers who are agnidagdhdfj^, * cremated and who are atiagitidagdhS^, ‘ not 
cremated* are referred to. This stanza also occurs in the Atharvaveda (IS, 

2, 34) and, with slight variation, in the Vajasaneya SamhitS or the 'White 
Yajurveda (19, 60). ‘Not cremated* or ‘not burnt with fire* does not neces¬ 
sarily mean ‘buried,’ as Prof. MscdoneU supposes,^ but may as well refer to 
those who could not be cremated by accident. Bigvcda 10, 18, 10-13 is sup¬ 
posed by some to refer to the burial of the uncremated body. But according 
to the Afivaliyana-gribya-sutra (4, 5, 7-10),* these stauzas refer, not to the 

burial of the uncremated body, but to the burial in a cinerary urn o! the 

bone relics of a body that has already been cremated. After giving an account 
of the manner in which the dead body of one who. has set up the (sacred 
Srauta) fires is cremated (4, 1-4), Asvalflyaua thus describes the ceremony 

of burying tbe bones (4, S) 

** l. The gathering (of the bones is performed) after the tenth (Tithi 

from the death), (on a Tithi) with an odd number, of the dark 

fortnight, under a single Kakshatra. 

‘*2. A man into a male um without special marks, a ivoman into a 

female one without special marks. 

* * + e • ♦ 

" 5. With the thumb and the fourth finger they should put each single 

bone (into the urn) without making noise. 

“ 6. The feet first, the head last, 

“7, Having well gathered them and purified them with a winnowing 
basket, they should put (the urn) into a pit........with the 

verse, ‘Go to thy mother earth * (Rigvcda 10, 18, 10).' 

“ 8. With the following (verse) he should throw earth (into the pit). 

, e • ♦ ♦ ♦ • 

“ 10. Having covered (the urn) with a lid with (the verse), ‘ I fasten to 

. thee* (Rigveda 10, 18, 13), they then should go away without 
looking back, should bathe in water, and perform a Sraddha for 
the deceased.” 

According to the scholiast GSrgya NSr&ya^ kumbha (male urn) is without 
female breasts (stonaroAito) and itimhAi (female um) is with female breasts 

(Jfanowrfi). Rajendra Lai Mitra understands by female um an uru with spout 
and by a male um an urn without spout.* 


^ A, ju, Micdotfidl, F€rftc (Ei«yebpfcdi* of Indfr-AiymB Rfcwiitb JU^ L A) Stirriborf, p* 

■ Tht traii*li4frfi by HoTUVAjili Oldenbwg^ Pint 1 (Sirred Booba of tb^ p. 

^ Tht ediLed by L*! MHr* (Bib* IniLj, lot reduction, p, 41, 
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Rigveda 10, 18, 10-13 *re repeated in tlie Atharvaveda 18, 3, 49-52 with 
■slight variants. The Atharvan version of the stanaas are thus translated by 
UTiitne}'^: — 

“ Approach {upa-sjrp) thou this mother earth ihftiJwn), the wide-expanded 
earth {pfithid)^ the very propitious; the earth (pfilAioS) (iaj soft as woo! to 
him who has siicrificial gifts ; let her protect thee on the forward^ load in front. 

" Swell thou up, 0 earth ; do not press down ; be to him easy of access, 
easy of approach; as a mother her son with her skirt (sic), do thou, O earth 
(hAtfwi), cover him . 

“ Let the earth kindly remain swelling up, for let a thousand props 
support (uya-pri) it; let these houses, dripping i^ith ghee, pleasaiit, he forever 
a refuge for him there (atra)’* 

i brace up {ul-stabh} the earth from about thee; setting down this clod 
(? fogfo) let me take no harm; this pillar do the Fathers maintain for thee; 
let Yama there make seats for thee,” 

In the Kau^ikasGtra, 86 (8 and 10), a luanua] connected uith the Athan^a- 
veda,' the first and the last stanzas are quoted in Connection with the cetemony 
■of the interment of bones after cremation. KauAIka*s account of this rite differs 
in certain details from that of A^valayana. The former prescribes the cere¬ 
mony of gathering the bone reties on the third day after cremation (82, 25-26). 
The fragments are then deposited in a jar (Aaiojfu) which is buried under a 
tree (82, 31-32). Later on the bones are taken out of the jar and deposited 
in a pit where they are reananged in the form of a human skeleton (85, 19-25) 
in accordance with the following stanza (IS, 4, 62) of the Atharvaveda 
■“ (Jollect thy body according to its joints; 1 arrange thy members with AroA- 

Wiafi " 

When the lione relies ate thus deposited they are view'ed by the rela¬ 
tives of the deceased while the follownng stanza (Atharvaveda, 18, 4, 37) is 
recited: — • 

m 

“This funeral pile (? (is) piled with piling; come, ye (his) fellows, 

look.down at it; thfe mortal goeih to immortality; make ye houses for him 
according to his kindred.” 

Then (Kausika-sutra 86, 2) * filling a dish with clarified butter (sorpi) 
and honey it is placed at the head of the rearranged skeleton with the follow¬ 
ing statiza (A. V. 18, 3, 72) 

“ What fathers of thine went away earlier and what, later, for them lei 
there go a brook of ghee, hundred-streamed (^rufAdru], oversowing,” 

With A. V. 18, 4, 16-24 are placed in the eight quarters (t.e. four quartera 
and four intermediate quarters) dishes containing milk, curds, ghee, flesh, food. 


* Whitney fcnd Luimnn, drh(vmtc(fii (Harreni Orient*! Serire, VoL S), p. 861. 

1 TAe itf tht AtOmimfa, Edited t>j M*uriee EDcxnafield. xW n*vcii, 18W XIV of «:# 

JoariMi of the Aotoikan Orieiiur Sooiatjr). 
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tioncy, sap and water. The bones are then sprinkled with water (KaufiikiusOtia 
86, 5) with the following stanza of the Atharvaveda (18, 4, 30) r — 
sahasra^hdram iatadhdramutiamakshila ta 
vyachyomdnam saliktatfa jifmhfhe I 
urjfim duhdmmaTtapa»phuratit<im updsate 
pitaralf svailliabhi^ 11 

“ A thousand-streamed, hundred-streamed fountain unesbausted, exparuied. 
upon the back of the sea, yielding refreshment, unref^ting do the Fathers 
w'ait on their will," 

Whitney's translation reproduced here ifi literal. Sayana's commentaiy' on 
the verse is remarkable. SSyana takes lOsani in the sense of ‘ a jar resembling, 
a fountain’ {utsopaniam iahScun) and saJiasradJidram,^ with water pouring 

through thousand holes’ and so iatadhamnt, * (a ]ar) ^vjth water pouring through 
hundred holes.’ According to SSyana’a interpretation the stanza may he tran¬ 
slated thuv'i 

“ Jar full of u'ater pouting through thousand holes through himdrecl holes, 
held up in the sky, yielding nourishing w'atet, though with numerous holes 
yet entire {aviMryamdnam], beautiful {mvtynk (ebhmmmw), do Fathers wait 
on for drink” {svftdhdhhijk 

The dishes containing offerings placed around the hones are covered with 
paidm leaf with the stanza (A. V. 18, 4, S3) beginning, “ King leaf is the 
cover of the dishes." With the next following stanza (A. V. IS, 4, 54) they 
are covered with stones, that is to say, the pit is filled with stones. Then 
a pile is erected Over the grave, consisting of bricks and stones according to 
the commentator of the Kau^ikastitra (86, 10) with A- V. 18, 3, 49 (K. V. 18, 
10) and with A. V. 18, 2, 50 (IS, 4, 66) which ends “As a mother her son 
with her hem, do thou cover him, O earth.” 

The followers of the Yajurveda are divided into tw'o main schools, the 
Black Yajurveda school and the AVhite Yajurveda school. The collection of 
»iia«/raa or sacred formulas of the Wlute Yajurveda is called the Vajasaneya 
Samhita after its reputed compiler, Yajfiavallcj’a Vajasaneya. The mantraa for 
the performance of the funeral ceremonies (Pityiiiicdha) contained in Chapter 35 
of the vajasaneya Samhita are mostly original. The ritua! of the Pitpmedha 
of the White Yajurveda school is described b the Satapatba Br&hma^ia 13, 8, • 
1-4 and the KatySyana Srautaaiitra, 23, 32-97, In these texts the prelimi¬ 
nary rit«a~the cremation of the dead body, the collection of the bone relics 
after cremation, and depositing them in a jar temporarily, ate not described. 
The cremation ceremony is only briefly described in the Paraskara GTibya-sutia 
(3,10) which belongs to the Vajasaneya school. So it is to be presumed that 
the followers of the White Yajurveda performed the ceremony of colSecring 
bone relics after cremation and of depositing them in a jar temporarily in 
accordance with the ritual texte of the other Vedas 'and preferably of the 
Black Yajurveda, 
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According to the ritual books of the White Yajutveda the bone-relica an* * 
buried long time after the death of the person, " and when people do not 
even remember the years (that have passed).*' “If they do remember, let 
him make it in uneven years, under a single Nakshatra, at new^moon, either 
in autumn or summer”' (or in the month of Milgha according to KatyS.yana). 
“ For an Aguiehit (the builder of the fire-altar) the tomb should be after the 
luauner of the fire-altar. After the selection of the place of burial the sacrificer 
bids them cut out (the earth). He should cut out to whatever extent he 
intends to raise (the sepulchral mound), but let him rather cut it out so as to 
be just of men's size.” By earth-cutting is probably meant levelling only 
and not digging a pit. The site is lurther enclosed with enclosing stones. 
The ceremony begins with sweeping the site with jtalSm branch accompanied 
by the recitation of the folloning stanza (Yfijasanej-a 8am|ut§35, 1); ‘Let 
the Pa^s go away from hence, the perverse scorners of the gods. It is the 
place of this 8oma-oSeret.' The site is then ploughed with a team of six oxen 
and seeds of all kinds of herbs are sown. After plou^'ng and sowing the 
performer of the rite pours the jar-fal of bones ivitb this stanza (Vfijasaneya 
Samhita 33, 5): ‘ Savitri thus deposits his bones in the Ipp of the mother, 
this earth; 0 Earth, be thou propitioufi unto him/ The jar is then thromi 
away and the charred bones are rearranged in the form of the body of the 
dead man limb by limb. Thirteen bricks, each measuring a foot square, are 
placed on the bones and a mound of earth is erected on them. For a 
Kshatiij'a he may make it as high as a man with upstretched arms, for a 
Brahman reaching up to the movith, for a woman up to the hips, for a Vaiija 
up to the thighs, for a Sodm up to the knee.**® Barley grain is then sown on 
the burial moimd and it is covered with Avaka-plants and Barbha grass. 

Two very interesting points are noted by the author of the Satapatha 
Brilhmam iu connection with the building of the burial mound. The orthodox 
view, as described above, is that the mound should l)e built of earth thrown 
on the surface of the site after covering the bones only With thirteen bricks. 

different custom prevailed among the Easterners and others who first covered 
the entire site with a layer of bricks or atone slabs (?) and then piled earth 

on this structure. We are told in the Satapatha Brahmapa (13, 8, 2, 1):_ 

* Now, some bank up (the sepnlchml mound) after covering up (the site). 
The gods and the Asuras, both of them sprung from Prajapati, were contending 
for (the pos-session of) this (terrestrial) World. The gods drove out the Asuxas, 
theur rivals and enemies, from this world; whence those who are godly people 
make their sepulchres so as not to be separate (from the earth), whilst those 
(people) who are of the Asura uatnie, the Easteniers and others, (make their 
sepulchral mounds) so as to be separated (from the earth), either on a basin 
or on some such thing.”* 

* E^Iin^. Tht SataptiOa-Br^nmna, FUrt V (SAend BemIu el tb.e Eut, Vol XlJ V), pp. 4SS 29. 

* Iba, jt, «36. 

■ tm. p^ 42940. 
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About the shape of the burial mound the author of the Btahmana says 
-<13, S, 1, 5):— 

‘ Four-coMierecl (is the sepulchral mound), the gods and the Asuras, 

both of them sprung from Piajflpati^ a'Pie contencUng in the (four) regions 
(quarters). The gods drove out the Asuras, their rivals and enemies, from the 
regions, and, being regionless, they were overcome. M'herefore the people who 
are godly make their buriabplacos four-cornered, whilst those who are of the 
Asura nature, the Easterners and others, (make them) round, for they (the gods) 
drove them out from the regions. He arranges it so as to lie between the two 
regions, the eastern and the southern, for in that regiou assuredly is the door 
to the world of the Fathers: through the above he thus causes him to euter 
the world of the Fathers; and by means of the (four) comers he (the deceased) 
establishes himself in the regions, and by means of the other body (of the 
tomb) in the intermediate region a: he thus establishes Mm in all the regions,'^ 

The PrSchyas (easterners) referred to in these estracta are the Kuru- 
Pafichalas (p. 6) and their neighbours in the east and tMs section of the 
B^ahma^a evidently originated among the rdIcLyas in the Upper Indus Valley. 

The Rik stanzas for the performance of the funeral ceremonies of the 
followers of the Black Yajurveda arc collected in the Taittirlya AraDyaka, 
Chapter 0, and the ritual is described iu the Fitrimedhasfitras of Baudhayana, 
Hirao.vakefiin and others.® These texts prescribe difietent modes of disposal 
of the bone relics of diflerent clasaea ol men. Thus Hiiui^yakefiin writes (13) 

atJutikesMm Itumbhantnik nulJidmvMtwihiiSgmfy nimpandi^m 

hamryaj&t^aji^h puno/dViAoftOJi/nib sotna^jtnajk chagandnlanUiff^iiichilit iti. 

“ Then among indiriduala burial in the urn is provided lor one who has 
not established sacred fires aud for wonu»n; depositing on the earth for one 
who has performed the Haviryajfia (offering of rice cakes and butter); le- 
cremation for one who has performed the Soma sacrifice; coUectiou (of bone 
relics) only for an Agnichit (the builder of the fire altar)." 

Here an attempt is evidently made to explain and reconcile the different 
usages obtaining among the diflerent Vedic sects, for in the ritual texts of the 
other Vedic schools no diatinction m made as regards the disposal ol the bone 
relics of the deceased on account of the performance on the one hand, 
and non-performance on the other, of different classes of Vedie ceremonies. 
As We have already seen, ASv'alSyana prescribes the barial of the 
charred bones iu a cinerary urn for all who have established sacred fires and 
irrespective of the class of sacrifices that they have performed through those 
fi^res. In the Eaufiikasutra of the Atharvaveda and in the ritual books of the 
White Yajurveda the um is dispensed with and the Imno relics arc placed 
directly on the earth at the bottom of the grave. In the Pitrimedhasiitra of 

^ IbiA, pp. 433424. 

* PitrimeiKaitOtn* * «/ ArndWyaiw, GsiUama, «dit«d by Dr. W. CUidKt, Lripug, 1893^ 

{ Atbucltiuigen fur die Kundc dee Mor^tiUbdH, Beni} X, No. 3). 
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THE IJfBFS VALI^EY in THE VEI>1C EEBlOD. 


Gaitt&ma comiGctfid with the Sfimavsdiv th© buntil of tli© }flr contAining th©* 
bone relics »t the root of » tree is prescribed (1, 5, 34) »s the finil act in the 
actual disposal of the dead body* Gautan^a says (1,5} 31), As long as there 
remain traces of the bone relics (in the jar) the deceased, enjoys heoTcn. 

A comparison of the different modes of disposal of charred bones of the 
dead among the Vedic Aryas- urn-burial, earth-bnriot 8.nd rcKrematiou (j-nnsr- 
ifoAana) with the funeral customs of the copper age folk of the lower Indus* 
Valley appears to be very instructive. Sir John jHarshall writes in a note 
published in The llUistrated London Kews, Sl&tch 6. 1926 (p. 39B) 

“ The usual method of disposing of the dead seems to have been by 
cremation, and Fig. 7 illustrates one of the large cremation-urns found in one 
of the houses—wide'bodied jar in which a few fragments of l one were placed 
along with a number of medium-sized and miniature pottery vessels. Many 
examples of these cinerary urns have been found both at Mohen-jo-Daro and 
at Harappa, and at the latter site burial structures of brick like the modern. 
Hindu Saniadhi have olso been found (Fig. 6). On the other hand, bones have 
been discovered in what appear to have been graves formed in the solid brick¬ 
work of the walls or beneath the threshold of doors.“ 

At Nal, in the Jhalwar District In Baluchistan, certain mounds cscavoted 
by Mr, Hargreaves in 1924-25 have jielded remains of the copper age clo.sdy 
related to what have been found at Harappa and Mohen-jo-Daro in the Indus 
Valley. Sir John Marshall writes in the same note 

“ But at Nftl, in Baluchistan, Mr, Hargreaves discovered a burial-ground 
of this same Chalcolitliic age in ^vhich two different forms of burial are exhi¬ 
bited. In one the corpse a'as laid entire in a shalloa' grave of unburnt brick 
(Figs. 3 and t); in the other the skull and a few of the bigger bones only were 
laid directly in the ground, along with numerous eartiiemvare vases, copper 
impieraents, beads, gTindstonc.s, and other small objects (Fig. 5), the body 
having presumaldy lieen exposed to the \uiltures and such of the bones as were 
left subsequently collected and buried. The painted earthenware ve^s found 
in the latter class of graves (Figs. 8 to 14 on i»ge 400) constitute a remark¬ 
ably fine series, most of them being superior in fabric and design to the 
potteries found on the city sites,* to which, hoover, they are closely akinv*' 
The different modes of disposal of the charred bone relics of the dead that 
obtained among the Vedic Aryas probably originally pertained to different 
fitmnds of culture and one is tempted to attribute the urn-butiul to the influence 
o! the burial customs of the copper age people of the lower Indus Valley.. 
Tliough no trace of earth-burial of charred bones has yet come to light at 
Harappa and Mohen-jo-T>aro, at the latter place and at Kal have been unearthed 
fragments of copper and earthen vessels with holes that remind one of "jar 
full of neater pouring through thousand holes, through hundred holes’' required 
for sprinkling water on the bone relica according to the Atharvaveda (p, 11.) 







INDEX, 


X* 


i 




p»jt. 


A 








Ap^cbyai 

« * 

1 1 3lt 7 h B 

Armbkn Su « 

w "i 

* * K 3l* 3 




Aiya 


31, 3 ■!, a, B 




AlrafMti di thB K^kayni 


. 31. e 





B 

■ BKftndvtjfr * - * - i 

* • * ■* - 

€ 

^ Comt irith pict<^pWa JflBtflda t 

D 

^D«c«flLO, tbe * » - * ’ 

PiTixUw, ehW *( tJi* 51^^** ' ' ’ 31f3. 4 

__ * ..... ill * 


. 31, T 
. . 31, S 

. 31. 3, 7 

, 31, 0 


. . 31, 3 


♦ClartiiliS™ 

> C»rg^ 

GadPMiia ^ 
^GcldiWi an jmr. 


* 31,7*8 
3I»hO 

* .31.? 
31. 14 

. 31. 4 


H 

*■ 'Kikr^rP*' * ,' * - ^ * 

UaTgMTesi MrjF 4;iitMv-*tion« at Nal * 


. 31,Lt. 4 
, .31. U 
« .31t 13 


I 

’Inilr», 3, ■» Psrelia « Pumul.t* . . .'31,3 

•Indpi, ttw ....■• 31, I, S 


, -P-f*. 

K 

K»KiigM.. .31.1.3 

Karului^a ..,♦*■ 31* T, 3 

KsrtdtBkflo.. ■ 31, a 

KkUaIdi ^*^’7 

Eaufila 31, 1® 

Kritb, PfoI. a. B. oo H»by" Api«iliyi». 31,1 ndW I 

..® 

. . . * ■ * ' . 31, a 

KthudriOu.. 31, 7 

KuFu.ni£obilu . . . . , 31, e. 7 


M 


^ulfM ^ • 

Magpdhft , • « « ■ 

MAlhUakaji , » - - * 

lIilUT«B ***■»* 

Kanu» fiode oC (^uctel} . » • 

sir Joliii, flu iQrtbod* «! butUl 

„ ♦ - * • 

Mobwi-jO'lliJW . * » + ■ 


. 31, B 
. 3li T 
. 31, B 
* 31* 7 
P 3t* a 
31, 14 
. 31, 4 




Naljn BAh£^^^ i 
Nithyai * ^ 


.31* 14 
31* 7* & 


P 


Pii^ ^ . * * - » * 

*•**“* 
CFO jw . * . - * 

Ptfcbva# * * * - ■ ^ * 

, ♦ * * ■ ^ * 

p^tihiaki *_.- + - 

Pii^rwa * p * 

pKnf^ pwr, m^aniiig uf * - * ■ 

Ptinakutig*, clskt <jf P4rfti * 


31, 4.8 
. 31, 4 
. 31* 4 
. 3lp ^ 
, 31. 3 
, 31, $ 
* 31. fi 
31* 3*4 
31^3,4 


J 

^icnliip on Ibn Ag* o£ Rigrsda 


* 3tp 1 
31^ UO 


R 

RAjendA LmI mt€m^ on mak iaA kcMk uW 
IUvj-FiarEtifal|i 
1^ 1 


. 3lp 0 
ii 31* X 







































1^' 


16 


5 

»'Dm - * 

fiaiMiidnip meukidg « * 

SariATiUl^ tte * * * 

DiHppwnnce cl * ^ * 

iirw *11 - 

gfttrftntA * . * * - 

BAuviru 

SjbjAna « ^ « 

Siiud * • ■ * * 

* * - * * 

iL dfliooB » * 

T 

Tlkkt on the A|ff ot Eigred* # 
TiifviiiiiA , ^ ^ * 

V 


JjnM « 

UdlcliVllt 
tJpft'rit * + 

UtimATU * ^ - 

Utun Kvmi » 

CttM * « 


IXPEX, 


F^yt. 


V 


* ai . 3 
aipl. S.3 
, 31. 1 
. Bli 0 
3l,6Xote L 
- 31i 7 
ait?. ^ 
31.1 3ji ^p 3 

31* 7. i 
. 31. 3 
f 31* 3 


Vidluyiifft * * - * 

VihUa* . , * . . 

YiAgu , . , • . 

VdaH m M * 4 * 

VfiAilif , . * * « 

Vipi^ {B^h lhi& * - - 

Vlfakni t m * * * 

YrfttTPJ * * * * ' 


! 


. 31| ] 
. 3it 3 


- 31. 0 
. 31* fl 
, > 31* 7 

. 31* 7 

* 31* 7 

. ^ 31, 7 


y - 


Tadoi 

YidkiL, on PApu 


V 


Pay€. 


. 31, 3 
. 31* 3 
.31* U 
, 31* 7 
* 31* 7 
. 31* S 
. 31* t 
. 31. n 
. 31* 3 


« 31* 3 
, 3li * 



» 




MflIPO—M—X-3 '^^30 ■3-26—ftOfil 










































Call No 


f. _ — H 


CcBtnl Arcbaeologic»l LttW 

UEW DELHI- 



Author 


_ a 






ioilQM H*- 


jrKTf^ 


jge. 






TT-V-^ 


Dr-li.a. ^ j 

BaDor3o < _ .. yyi 


DM 


10 - 12 ^^. ll>/0 




















































